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. when yousaid Nicaragua. Hereagain, .
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" and thiz Government giving us some

Q Mr.- Pnesxdent have you ap-
proved of covert activity to destabilize |
the pment Govmment of Nicara-:
gua it TR f”f\*f"

A.Weu no,weresuppomngth
t.he — gh, wait a-minute, wait a-
minute, I'm sorry, I was thmkmg
Salvador, because -of.the previous, |

this is something upon which with'na-*
tional security interests, I just=1 will*
_not comment. But Jet me say somes--
‘thing about all_of ‘Central’ Amema
right now, and questions on that sub- |
ject. Next-week.I will be addressing .|
the Orga.mzanon of American States:
on that entire subject, and therefore
1 J’1l save any answers toa.ny qusmms

onthatsub;ectfortbm. P ant s B

-~ Q.- Mr." President, cou!d you deﬁ-
nitely say what the policy is as far as’
‘having American covert operations to

«destabilize any existing government,-|
‘without specitic reference to N:cara-
2BUA~ TAn e e e e Ry

L7 A Well, again, I'mgmngtdsaytlus

:shkedxsussmgtbeoyuom.Nocom- :

mentonthis. Yw,Geo:ge”- Lot is |
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Secret Strategtc Plans
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. the 1960’s the C.I.A. cameup witha se--
cret planto getus involved in Vietnam
in a surreptitions, covert manner,
And, is it possible that you can tell us

. that there is no secret plan now de«-
vised by the C.1.A.or any other agency’
in Government.to surreptitiously- in- ]

_volve Americans in simjlar activities

" in Latin America, and-can you also in- |
sure the Americun pecple that we will |
inot: go-in-there secretly without: “you !

(g IR T SRl

prewarmng 7|
~ A Well; Leslie; you know theres a

"law by which things of this kind have
to be cleared with Ccngressional com-]

mittees before anything is done, but:
again; if | may point to something, I'm .
-not in total 'agreement with the prem-’

ise about Vietnam. If 1 recall correct-

1y, when France gave up Indochina as -
a colony, 'the leading nations of the.
-world met in Genevain regard tohelp’
“ing those'colonies become independent

“nationSomokias s v

. Q: I’'m'sorry; b I'a hketogo , back] .
w o Latin America and El Salvador.- In’

" Angd since North and South Vietnam -
had been previous to colonization two
separate countries, provisions were
madethat these two countries could by |
a vote of all their people together de-
cide whether they wanted to be.one
country or not. And there wasn’t any-’
thing surreptitious about: it, but when
Ho Chi Minh refused to participate in
such an election and there was provi-
sion that the peoples of both countries
could cross the border and live in the |
other country if they wanted to, and ..
when they began leaving by the thou- |
sands and thousands from North Viet-
nam to live in South Vietnam, Eo Chi
‘Minh closed the border and again vio-
lated that partof thaagreement. = -

And openly, our country sent tnili-
tary advisers there to help a country
which had been a colony have such
things as a national security force, an
army if you might say, or a military,
to defend itself. And they were doing
this. I recall correctly, also in civilian’
clothes, no weapons, until they began
being blown up where they lived in
wa!icmo do'wn the street by people rid- |

A !ng by on bicycla and throwing pxpej
§bombs at them, and then they were
{permitted to carry sidearms or wear
; uniforms, but it was totally a program }
; until John F. Kennedy, when these at. !
\tacks and forays becamaso great, that ;
‘John F. Kennedy authorized the sead-- i
.Ingin ot a division of Marines, and that
“was the first move toward combat |
"moves In Vietnam. So 1 don’t think |

‘there’s any "parallel there: betwoen&

covert activitizs of anything,”

3.Q. Mr. President, rmight therenot be!
'a secret plan that you will not tell the
Amencan people about? -3 2%

¢*A. I can’t answer your quanon lor
»lhe same reason I couldn’t- -answer,;

‘George's—1 just can’ tansweronthat

: There’, sa ladyint.heverybackrow?
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